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May marks the start of one of
the most exciting periods in
the calendar... The Summer of
football. From the drama of
end-of-season run-ins to nail-
biting finals, this is when fans
come together to celebrate
the beautiful game.
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Whether it’s the FA Cup Final,
Champions League or the final
pushes in league campaigns, football
becomes a powerful driver of
footfall, atmosphere and spend.

For venues this is a huge opportunity
to place yourselves at the heart of the
action. Creating the right matchday
experience can turn a single fixture into
a full-day occasion. The venues that
win during this period are those that
lean into the atmosphere of football
and make every match feel like an
event worth leaving home for.

And this year, with the World Cup just
around the corner in June, there's a
natural build in excitement that
extends the season even further. In
this edition, we explore how venues
can start preparing now to maximise
the opportunity across the entire
football summer calendar including
the World Cup.

be drinkaware.co.uk

Major sporting events remain a huge
opportunity for the on trade, driving
footfall, atmosphere and shared
experiences that can't be replicated at
home. In this edition we explore how
venues can start preparing early to
make the most of the tournament. We
will be looking at how Carlsberg and
Pepsi are really focusing on celebrating
this summer of sport.

Finally, we're exploring a topic that’s
rapidly shaping the wider hospitality
landscape. Al. From smarter
forecasting to menu optimisation, Al is
changing how some venues operate.

But it also raises important questions
about authenticity and the role of
people and connection. Wel'll explore
both sides of the debate and what it
might mean for the future of the
industry.
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May is about setting the stage for
summer. With outdoor spaces filling
up and major sporting moments on
the horizon, there’s a real opportunity
for venues to lean into what they do
best, bringing people together!

We hope this edition of Thirst gives
you a few ideas and inspiration for the
exciting months ahead.

All the very best for May and the start
of the summer season.
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BANK HOLIDAY
DOUBLE
BONANZA

May is one of the best months in the
calendar thanks to TWO long bank
holiday weekends. Both offer the
perfect excuse for long catch-ups,
relaxed lunches and extended drinks
with family and friends. Whether
customers are making the most of
spring sunshine (fingers crossed!) or
settling in for a long afternoon indoors,
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WORLD COCKTAIL DAY

-

"~ 16'"MAY 2026

A brilliant moment to celebrate your cocktail menu.
The date marks the anniversary of the first written

venues can lean into creating a long i NI NG §
weekend atmosphere with bank - H defl.nltlc.)n of ? cocktail in 180@. It's the perfegt excuse
holiday specials, DJs or live music. to h!ghhght s.|gnature serves, mtroduc.:e a.I|m|ted-
edition special or run a small promotion like two-for-
one cocktails during quieter trading hours.
d\ o~
9 3 * ’ -

=== EUROVISION

Few TV events bring people together
§ quite like Eurovision. It’s colourful,

. unpredictable and built for group
i viewing. Host a watch party with themed
drinks inspired by different countries,
run a sweepstake for the winning nation
or encourage fancy dress for customers
and staff. Eurovision is all about fun and
participation, so embrace the
extravagance and create a night to
remember.
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